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315 



315 Yurak 



315 Yurak 



315 Yurak 



315 01 p 

lp-long] 60 

315 02 p-palatalized 

[p-long-palatalizedl 60 
( free ) 

315 03 p-lax 30 

[p-lax-longl 31 60 

( free) 

lb] 61 

315 04 p-lax-palatalized 

315 05 t 01 

[t-long] 60 

315 06 t-palatalized 0 ' 

315 07 t-lax 01 
Tethl 62 
(alio, free) 
td] 63 ^ 

315 08 t-lax-palatalized 0 * 

315 09 k 30 

[k-longJ 60 

315 10 Vs 01 

Ed/z] 6l » 

315 11 t/s-palatalized 01 30 
td/z-palatalized] 61 * 

315 12 s 01 

[s-long] 60 



( free ) 

13 s-palatalized 01 
tz-palatalized] 61 * 
Is-long-palatalized] 60 

14 x 33 
Ix-palatalized] 3 "* 68 

15 m 
Cm-long] 60 
( free) 

16 m-palatallzed 
tm-long-palatalized] 60 
( free) 

17 n 0 ' 
In-long] 60 
( free) 

IS n-palatalized ot 

tn-long-palatalized] 60 
( free) 

1 9 eng 

20 I 01 
tl-long] 60 
(free) 

21 1-palatalized 0 * 
tl-long-palatalizedl 60 
( free) 

22 r-trill 01 30 
tr-trill-long] 60 
( free ) 

23 r-trill-palatalized 01 



24 glottal stop 36 



51 1 
M-tremaJ 69 

52 i -over-short 

£ i-trema-over-shortl 69 

53 e-mid 
te-mid-trema] 69 

54 u 
tu-tremal 70 

55 u-over-short 
[u-trema-over-short] 70 

56 o-mid 
to-mid-tremal 70 

57 a 
ta-frontl 70 - 

58 a-over-short 

ta-f ront-over-short] 70 

59 yod 37 
[yod-longl 60 
( free) 

60 w 02 
tw-long) 60 
(free) 



315 $a Yurak $b Great Tundra $d Uralic $e NC USSR $f 25,000 $g MarUyn Vihman (review) $g John 

Crothers (editor) 

315 $a Hajdu, Peter $b 1963 $c The Samoyed Peoples and Languages $f (Uralic and Altaic Series, Vol. 

14) $g Bloomingtont Indiana U. $s Jhough the data in this source is not detailed, the 
interpretations seem more reliable than those in any other single available source, 

315 $a Decsy, Gyula $b 1966 $c Yurak Chrestomathy $c (Uralic and Altaic Series, Vol. 50) $g 

Bloomington: Indiana U. $s Interpretation of segment inventory highly doubtful. Cf., e.g., the 
"voiced glottal stop" and the back unrounded vowels, which appear in no other credible source. 

315 $a Ristinen, Elaine K. $b 1965 $c On the phonemes of Nenets $d Ural-Alta i sche Jahrbuecher 

36 . 154-164 

315 $a Ristinen, Elaine K. $b 1968 $c Problems concerning vowel length in Nenets $d Ural-Altaische 

Jahrbuecher 40.22-34 

315 $a Katz, Hartmut $b 1975 $c Generative Phonologie und Phonologi sche Sprachbuende des 

Ostjakischen und Samoyedi schen $f Finnisch-Ugrische Bibliothek (Muenchener 
Universitaets-Schriften, Phi losophi sche Fakultaet) Band 1. $g Muenchen: Wilhelm Fink 

315 $a LONG CONSOHANTS (NON-DISTINCTIVE) $A "Consonants (especially the fortis stops and nasals) 

tend to be geminated intervocalically. Consonantal length is not phonemically distinctive, 
however." (p. 61 ) Contrast Decsy 1966: "Both the vowels and consonants can be short or long. As 
shown by... minimal pairs, length is an important distinctive feature of Standard Yurak." (p. 12) 
Three examples are given for consonants, involving long /n/ (for which the forms cited as 
contrasting are clearly morphologically related), long /p-lax/, and long /w/. The lengthy list 
of a.llophones in Ristinen 1965, drawn from the Lehtisalo dictionary and texts ("the most 
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extensive and detailed materials in Nenets available to Western scholars' 1 Ristinen 1965, 
p. 154), show geminate consonants only intervocalically, either in free variation or in 
complementary distribution with (pre-consonantal or word initial) short or single consonants, 

315 $a LONG VOWELS $a OVER-SHORT VOUELS $A There are three basic questions about vowel length in 

Yurak which remain to be resolved unambiguously* CD is vowel length eontrasitve? iZ) if there 
is contrastive vowel length, which vowels are involved? (3) is the system best characterised in 
terms of long and short vowels, or in terms of full and reduced vowels? Hajdu states that "a 
contrast between long and short vowels can be observed in the case of /a, u/, and /I/... but the 
quantitative differences of /o-mid/ and /e-mid/ can be ignored 1 ' (p. 63), while Decsy 1966 simply 
states that "both the vowels and consonants can be short or long." (p. 12) The one example Hajdu 
offers and ihe seven in Decsy all involve /a/ alone (in contrast with /a-long/ or 
/a-over-short/, depending on one's interpretation). Hajdu also mentions a "very short 11 "velar" 
"diphthong," written "a-trema/epsi Ion," "which in certain dialects has coalesced with" 
te-mid-trema] . Ristinen 1965 gives an inventory of five long vowels and three short, excluding 
the mid vowels. But the author comments: "The trouble with this scheme is that /e-mid-long/ and 
/o-mid-long/...have occasional very short allophones, although the symbol chosen might lead one 
to believe they are phonetically long vowels. They are long, in fact, in most environments. It 
might be better to mark /i/, /a/, /u/ in some way and leave the others unmarked." (p. 159) The 
latter solution is the one that has been followed here. Ristinen 1968, which focuses on vowel 
length, fails to solve the basic questions but does add to them. Upon extensive perusal of 
published sources Ristinen found many examples of contrasting long and short /a/, rare examples 
of long and short /u/ and, in the works of Lehtisalo alone, at least one example of long and 
short /i/. The mid vowels did not show contrast. She also found (p. 30) that "virtually all the 
pairs given have contrastive vowel length between continuants" (including initial /m/ and /w/ 
Ubeta] ) and medial /d/, realized as teth) ), and all but one example show contrast in the open 
1 "! i,a syllable of a ^'syllabic word. Further, Ristinen interviewed 11 native speakers and 
attempted to test their reactions to changes in vowel length. To her surprise, a contrast 
appeared to exist in open monosyllables, nowhere noted in the literature! on the other hand, in 
other positions her informants judged the length irrelevant, Ristinen does not mention which 
vowels proved contrastive in final position. 

315 $a PALATALIZATION $A "The most characteristic trait of the Nenets phonological system is the 

phenomenon that front vowels can occur only after palatalized consonants, and back vowels only 
after non-palatalized consonants. Because of this peculiarity, a syllabic palatal correlation 

has developed, which does not, however, affect the final consonant of a closed syllable 

Each consonant has its palatalized counterpart, with the exception of /x/, /k/, and /eng/ land 
/glottal stop/, which does not occur syllable-initially in any case) (therefore these 
consonants can be followed only by back vowels)." (p. 61 ) Due to this correlation it is possible 
to take palatalization as a distinctive feature either of consonants, as is done by all of the 
source grammars, or of vowels, but not both, 

315 $a STRESS $A "There is a direct correlation between stress and vowel length. Long vowels are 

always stressed. If there is more than one long vowel in a word, the stress is evenly 
distributed on the long vowels." (p. 64) 

315 $a SYLLABLE $A CV(C)(C)(C) $A Three final consonants are very rare. (Decsy 1966) "In most of 

the Nenets dialects, vowels cannot occur initially in syllables; therefore, a word cannot begin 
with a vowel. Because of this, a secondary initial /eng/ or /n-palatalized/ has developed in 
Cloan?) words which originally began with a vowel." (p. 62) (The single example given shows 
/eng/ inserted before initial /o-mid/ in a word borrowed from Russian.) 

315 $a VOWEL HARMONY $A Vowels following /x/ (and, according to Deesy 1966, p.14f, also /glottal 

stop/) assimilate completely to the preceding vowel, (p. 64) 

315 01 $A Exact point of articulation for /t, t-palatalized, t-lax, t-lax-palatalized, t/s, 
t/s-palatalized, s, s-palatalized, n, n-palatalized, 1, 1-palatal ized, r-trill, 
r-trill-palatalized/ is not specified, [MR) 

315 02 $A /w/ is noted /v/ in Decsy 1966 and /beta/ in Ristinen 1965. 

315 30 $A /p-lax, k, t/s-palatalized, r-trill/ do not occur initially, (p. 14, 62, 80) 

315 31 $A Ristinen only finds a few instances of tp-lax-long) . (1965, p. 156) 

315 33 $A R is ^""en 1965 and Decsy 1 966 use the symbol "x" for the segment coded /x/ in the Archive; 

Ha 3 du uses h" but terms it a "spirant." To increase the confusion, Decsy marks the phonetic 
equivalent of Cyrillic "x" as thl , though elsewhere he uses "h" for /glottal stop/. IMV) 

315 3l » $A tx-palatalizedJ derives from Decsy 1966. Hajdu mentions no such phone, nor does Ristinen in 
her consonant inventory based on Lehtisalo, but she does say in a footnote that "Castren 
distinguished two allophones of /x/, and so do Soviet linguists when transcribing phonetically, 
although Lehtisalo uses the same symbol throughout," (p. 163) y 

315 3 * $A The opposition /voiceless glottal stop/:/voiced glottal stop/ is distinctive." (Decsy 1966, 
p. 9) The author cites two minimal pairs which differ solely in their last segment, one 
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containing the "voiceless" /glottal stop/, the other the "voiced" /glottal stop/. However, 
later on he "emphasizes that 'voiced glottal stop 1 In this manual means nothing but the glottal 
stop which alternates with /n, eng, yod/, in contrast to the ('voiceless 1 ) glottal stop which 
alternates with /d, s/. H (p. 72) It is thus not clear what feature, if any, distinguishes the 
minimal pairs referred to above. tMR) /glottal stop/ "does not occur initially." (Decsy 1966, 
p. 14) 

315 37 $A /yod/ constitutes the palatalized counterpart of /w/, 

315 60 $A Consonants tend to be lengthened between vowels. (Hajdu, p. 61 ) Ristinen^ materials (1965, 
p.256ff ) indicate regular or optional lengthening for most consonants. Only those long phones 
found in Ristinen are archived. 

315 61 $A Conditions for tbl as an allophone of /p-lax/ are not clear. See Ristinen 1965, p. 156. 

315 62 $A According to Ristinen (1965, p. 157) tethl is the normal intervocalic allophone of /t-lax/ 
and occurs as a free variant elsewhere, 

315 63 $A /t-lax/ is realized as td] after nasals, (Ristinen 1965, p. 157) 

315 61 * $A /k/, /t/s/, /t/s-palatalized/, /s/, /s-palatal ized/ are voiced after nasals. (Hajdu, p. 61 ) 
(Ristinen 1965 does not indicate voicing for the affricates, and indicates free variation in' 
voicing for the palatalized fricative, (p. 65, 158)) 

315 68 $A /x/ is palatalized before /i/. 

315 69 $A The front vowels (/i , i-over-short, e-mid/) are backed after non-palatalized consonants. 

315 70 $A The back and central vowels (/u, u-over-short , o-mid, a, a-over-short/ ) are fronted after 
palatalized consonants. 



